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The CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB 
has members of all ages, and runs tramping 
trips every weekend, ranging from easy 
(minimal experience required) to hard (high 
fitness and experience required). We also 
organise instructional courses and hold 
weekly social meetings. We have a club hut 
in Arthurs Pass and have gear available for 
hire to members. Membership rates per year 
are $45 member, $65 couple, $25 junior or 
associate, with a $5 discount for members 
who opt to obtain this newsletter 
electronically. 

For more about how the club operates, see 
the last two pages. 

News 

Annual General Meeting Announcement: The 2016 AGM will be held at 7:30pm on 
Wednesday 13 April at the CMLC Clubrooms, where we usually hold our club nights. Please 
send any Notices of Motion to the secretary, to be received by Monday 15 March midnight. 
This is your opportunity as a member to help contribute to the running of the club by standing 
for one of the available committee positions. All positions on the committee are annually 
elected by the club membership attending the AGM, and anyone can stand for any position: 
this is encouraged. We need you to be involved! Details of the roles are in the 2015 CTC 
Club Rules, which are available for download from the web site.  
 
New Members – We welcome new members Morag Pringle and Michael Hammond to the 
club. We look forward to seeing you out in the hills soon. 

Paparoa National Park Management Plan Review – Paparoa National Park is having its 
Management Plan reviewed.  This only happens at 10 year or greater intervals so now is 
the time to make any comments.   Some current issues of concern include (but are by no 
means limited to): 

- Lack of ground staff resource – Inland Pack Track remains closed 2 years after windfall 
for lack of someone with a chainsaw. 
- Punakaiki Visitor centre has removed a lot of great information material to put up stands 
selling fluffy kiwis for tourists 
- No body of DOC knowledge about the specific features of the Kaast areas in the park 
- Lack of toilet facilities at Bullock Creek 

View from Roses Saddle, Motatapu track 
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- Pest control – goat numbers are increasing 
 
We encourage you to make your opinions heard through a survey set up by DOC, Iwi and 
the Conservation board at:  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/P93LCZF or speak to a com-
mittee member. 

Calendar of trips and Social Events 
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, club trips depart either from 'Z' Carlton Corner Service 
Station (formerly Shell) at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite Derby Street) 
or from Caltex Russley on the corner of Russley Road and Yaldhurst Rd.  If the departure 
point is not specified in the trip schedule, you may assume it's 'Z' Carlton. Day trips usually 
depart at 8am on Saturday or Sunday. Weekend trips may leave on either Friday evening or 
Saturday morning. 

New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or contact 
the trip leader in advance. 

CTC OVERDUE TRIPS: Members/family/partners or a nominated person concerned about 
a trip being overdue should firstly discuss this with a Club Officer when they feel that the trip 
is delayed. Refer to the list of Club Officers on the back of the newsletter and on the club 
website. Club Officers know where to obtain copies of the Trip Lists containing the names 
and addresses of the party members with their vehicle registration details etc. This will 
greatly assist Police Search and Rescue. The Club Officer can then contact the Police 
directly. Concerned people should keep trying different numbers until they actually contact 
a Club Officer (DO NOT LEAVE MESSAGES). We recommend that concerned people start 
with the Club Captain, then the Gear Custodian, then the Presidents, then the Trip 
Organisers, then people listed under Our Club Hut - if no contact can be made then the 
Police. Members (particularly Trip Leaders) please discuss this arrangement with your loved 
ones so they are aware of this procedure. 

Social: We meet on Wednesdays 7:30 pm at the CMLC (Canterbury Mineral & Lapidary 
Club) building at 110 Waltham Road, Waltham. This new building, beside and on the south 
side of Waltham School, is  about 100m south of the Brougham St/Waltham Rd intersection. 
Waltham Road is the southern extension of Barbadoes Street. For a map go to 
www.ctc.org.nz and click the Social Calendar link. A variety of social functions are organised, 
the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits served.  If you can give a presentation or 
have ideas, please phone Kay Taylor 03-3584580 or email kaytaylor30@xtra.co.nz. Please 
note that formalities start at 7:50 pm sharp, and if there is a guest speaker, he/she will start 
at 8:10 pm sharp. 

Wednesday 24 February Club Night 

Newsletter Folding and Trip Planning Night: Enjoy an informal evening chatting whilst 
helping with the monthly newsletter folding. Bring your maps and "trips to do list" and take 
the opportunity to help to plan tramps. The projector and laptop are available for use and 
support provided as usual. 

 
  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/P93LCZF
http://www.ctc.org.nz/
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Thursday 25 February 
Departure point: Cnr Heybridge Ln & Hillsborough Tce  

Leader: Warwick Dowling  
warwick.dowling@gmail.com 

CTC Hill Climb -- 6:15 pm-7:15 pm during daylight saving 
hours: Meet at 6:15 pm, on the corner of Heybridge Lane off 
Hillsborough Terrace, every Thursday evening during Daylight 
Saving for an hour of power walking/tramping in the Mt Vernon 
Park. No trip list, just turn up - except if wet or if there is a public 
holiday next day. Note new day of THURSDAY. 

Grade: Moderate 

Closes:  

Map:  

Approx: Free 

 
 

Saturday 27 February 8am 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Bruce Cameron 03 3899618 
Tecbruce@gmail.com 

Coastal Exploring - Tiromoana: A DOC Tramp with Bruce's 
tweak. From Car Park travel along DOC Walkway across the 
wetlands, to lunch on Mount Ella (346m). and for Bruce's variation, 
returning along Mackintosh Bay then up the bushy cool Dovedale 
Stream Gorge exiting at the Waterfall back to the cars. (Stream is 
off track & usually dry feet). Spectacular views of Pegasus Bay, 
Tiromoana Reserve's Wetlands & Mackintosh Bay. Time: 4 - 5hrs 
Height: 384m. More downhill than uphill and no scratchy things. 

Grade: Easy 

Closes: 25 Feb 

Map: BV24 BV25 

Approx: $15 + $1 
donation 

 

Saturday 27 February 8am 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Bryce Williamson 351-6366 
bryce.williamson68@gmail.com 

Purple Hill: Purple Hill (1680m) is the big lump behind Lake 
Pearson. There are a number of options for ascent and descent 
depending on conditions. We could go up Purple Hill directly from 
Long Hill Saddle, or drive round to the back of Mt St Bernard on the 
Craigieburn Road and up from there. Look down on Lake Pearson 
and see how it is almost split in two by twin shingle fans from Purple 
Hill and Mt Manson opposite. Without snow, there is a great scree 
run down towards the lake. About 1000m of height gain. 

Grade: Moderate 

Closes: 25 Feb 

Map: BV21 
BW21 

Approx: $20 

 

Saturday 27 February 8am 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360 
newmike@slingshot.co.nz 

Woolshed Hill: Woolshed Hill (1429m) stands above the Hawdon 
River, off the Mt White Road. We will start from the Hawdon Shelter 
and follow a track up through beech forest to the crest of a ridge 
and then about a kilometre of tussocky tops. The first 300m or so is 
reasonably steep. Great views from the top down into the 
Waimakariri/Hawdon confluence and the upper Sudden Valley and, 
on the other side, Andrews Stream. (Bring your maps and count off 
the names of polar explorers as you identify the bumps on the Polar 
Range). 820 m height gain and returning the same way 

Grade: EasyMod+ 

Closes: 25 Feb 

Map: BV21 

Approx: $25 

 

Weekend 27-28 February 
Departure point: Contact Leader 

Leader: Natasha Sydorenko 0223140684 
n.sydorenko@hotmail.com 
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Mt Haast - Mt Kemp Traverse: "The plan on Day 1 is to climb Mt 
Haast, traverse the ridge partway to Mt Kemp and camp in a basin 
north of Point 1540. Day 2, continue along the ridge to Mt Kemp, 
then drop down from the small saddle next to Point 1412 to Lock 
Creek and follow it all the way back to the road (will involve bush 
bashing). If there aren't enough cars to have done a car shuffle, 
walking 3km along the road back to the start of the Mt Haast track 
will be required. NOTE: Travel along the ridge will be steep and 
exposed in places, and will involve rock scrambling. Anyone 
wishing to go on the trip will need to be experienced and 
comfortable with this sort of terrain. Check with the trip leader first." 

Grade: Moderate 

Closes: 18 Feb 

Map: BT22 

Approx: $25 

 

Weekend 27-28 February 
Departure point: Contact Leader 

Leader: James Hopkins 022 026 0504  
snikpohsemaj@gmail.com 

Mt Wakefield (Friday departure).: Mt Wakefield is a challenging 
but non technical day walk starting at White Horse camp ground at 
Aoraki Mt Cook Village. The problem is the ~5 hour drive each side 
makes this impossible as a day trip from ChCh. So we will leave 
Friday after work and camp at white horse (I can supply tent(s) you 
supply your thermarest and sleeping bag). An early start should 
mean we will have done the bulk of the climb before we get blasted 
by the sun. I'm told there are numerous false summits, so we will 
take our time on the tops to find the true summit and soak in the 
views. We should be done in time to return to ChCh Saturday night, 
however if people have time we can stay Saturday night and 
explore the Aoraki Mt Cook area further on Sunday. Summit day 
could move to Sunday if Saturday weather unfavourable. 

Grade: Moderate+ 

Closes: 18 Feb 

Map: BY15 BY16 

Approx: $60 

 

Sunday 28 February 8am 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Bruce Cameron 03 3899618 
Tecbruce@gmail.com 

Banks Peninsula - Ridgeline Exploring: Steady climb up ridge 
line following farm tracks to the head of the valley. Views of Lake 
Ellesmere and southern plains. Time: 5 hours. 

Grade: Easy 

Closes: 25 Feb 

Map: BY24 

Approx: $15 
 

Sunday 28 February 7am early start 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Richard Kimberley 021 2032 645 
326 6158 janeandrichard@xtra.co.nz 

Big Mt Peel via Little Mt Peel: Peel Forest is a remnant of a 
magnificent podocarp forest that once covered a huge area in mid-
Canterbury and, with its mild moist climate, has the highest diversity 
of ferns in New Zealand. This tramp will take us right into this 
wonderful area, ascending through the vegetation layers out onto 
the tussock slopes of Mt Peel. First Little Mt Peel (1310 m, 900 m+ 
height gain), then a bit over 4 km to Middle Mt Peel (1583 m) and a 
further 2-3 km to Big Mt Peel itself (1743 m, about 1400 m height 
gain from the cars). As you'd expect, the tussock tops offer 
panoramic views out over this lovely area. Be prepared for a long 
but rewarding day. 

Grade: Mod/Hard 

Closes: 25 Feb 

Map: BY19 

Approx: $30 
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Wednesday 2 March Club Night 

Free Evening / talk TBC: There will be a talk, I'm currently waiting for some yah's or nah's 
for this date. Talk details TBC by club member email closer to the date. 

 

Thursday 3 March 
Departure point: Cnr Heybridge Ln & Hillsborough Tce  

Leader: Warwick Dowling  
warwick.dowling@gmail.com 

CTC Hill Climb -- 6:15 pm-7:15 pm during daylight saving 
hours: Meet at 6:15 pm, on the corner of Heybridge Lane off 
Hillsborough Terrace, every Thursday evening during Daylight 
Saving for an hour of power walking/tramping in the Mt Vernon 
Park. No trip list, just turn up - except if wet or if there is a public 
holiday next day. Note new day of THURSDAY. 

Grade: Moderate 

Closes:  

Map:  

Approx: Free 

 

Saturday 5 March 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Bruce Cameron 03 3899618 
Tecbruce@gmail.com 

Pudding Hill Stream: This gives us a varied round trip in the Mt 
Hutt forest, starting in the Awa Awa Rata Reserve and walking up 
the Scotts Saddle Track to the ski field road through mixed forest 
and then tussock tops - height gain around 600 m. From the road, 
we follow a track through forest to reach Pudding Hill Stream which 
we follow for about 6 km down a bush lined valley back to the 
reserve. Round trip approx 12 km. Wet feet tramp. 

Grade: EasyMod 

Closes: 3 Mar 

Map: BX20 

Approx: $25 

 

Saturday 5 March 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: David Sutton 0211808081 
Davidlsutton@yahoo.co.uk 

Rome Ridge to Avalanche Pk: Rome Ridge takes you up about 
1100m from the Arthurs Pass road to about 1825m, under Rolleston 
and with with great views onto the Crow Glacier, Jellicoe Ridge, etc 
etc. Mostly it is just steep, but there are a few sections where rock 
scrambling skills and a head for heights come in useful - last time 
we did this there was even a bit of a permanent snow field. From 
the top we trot along the nice little spine of ridge parallel to the Crow 
to meet up with Scotts Track/Avalanche Peak (1833m). And it's all 
downhill from there! This will probably be a longish day and you 
need to be able to keep going and cope with the more 'interesting' 
stuff, but it's a great trip if you're fit and keen to give it a go. 

Grade: Moderate+ 

Closes: 3 Mar 

Map: BV20 

Approx: $35 

 

Weekend 5-6 March 
Departure point: Contact Leader 

Leader: William King 03 3578922 
wchking@yahoo.co.nz 

Mt Davie and Carrington Hut via Waimakariri River: Start off 
west coast road bridge at the confluence of the Waimakariri and 
Bealey River and up the Waimakariri river/track past Anti Crow Hut 
to Carrington Hut for the night. On the following morning, the team 
will climb Mt Davie via either Mt Isobel or via White River. Ice axe 
and crampons may be necessary; the trip leader will advise you 
about it. Harness and rope skills to climb on steeper terrain are 
essential. 

Grade: Hard 

Closes: 25 Feb 

Map: BV20 

Approx: $35 + hut 
fees 
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Weekend 5-6 March 
Departure point: Contact Leader 

Leader: James Hopkins 022 026 0504  
snikpohsemaj@gmail.com 

Mt Richmond and Mt Fishtail (Friday departure): Departing 
Chch Friday night (4 March) and travelling ~5 hrs to Pine Valley on 
North Bank Wairau. Camp roadside or similar suitable location near 
track start, for early morning departure up Mt Fishtail as a day walk. 
Saturday evening will be a short drive towards the Mt Richmond 
track start and another camp. (We might even sneak 50km back to 
Blenheim for a feed). Mt Richmond will also be tackled as a day 
walk, early start as we want to leave plenty of time for the drive 
home with mandatory stop for Kai in Kaikoura. Alternative mission 
will be substituted if Richmond Ranges weather does not suit. Both 
days ~10 hrs with 1300m+ height gain each with some mild 
exposure. 

Grade: Mod/Hard 

Closes: 25 Feb 

Map:  

Approx: $70 

 

Sunday 6 March 8am 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360 
newmike@slingshot.co.nz 

Craigieburn Valley/Camp Saddle: This trip is re-scheduled from 
November. The trip starts in the Upper Cave Stream Reserve and 
follows a track up through mountain beech forest to Lyndon Saddle. 
The track then follows the Craigieburn Valley, then off track for a 
500 m climb up to Camp Saddle. From the saddle, we head along 
the spur to Point 1525, then a scree descent to Lyndon Saddle. If 
time permits, we'll aim to make a short, 150 m ascent to Helicopter 
Hill, before heading back to the cars via the Lyndon Saddle Track. 
Round trip around 14 km and 700 - 800 m height gain. 

Grade: EasyMod+ 

Closes: 3 Mar 

Map: BW21 

Approx: $20 

 

Sunday 6 March 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Bruce Cameron 03 3899618 
Tecbruce@gmail.com 

Prebble Hill (902m) – Cave Stream: This easy trip goes over and 
under some of the more interesting limestone formations in the 
Castle Hill Basin. We start from Cave Stream car park and head 
down Broken River to climb ~200m Prebble Hill. Huge erosion-
carved limestone formations that look like pebbles from the road. 
Opportunity to go through the underground Cave Stream. Bring a 
torch and some extra clothing to leave in the car. 

Grade: Easy, 
Wetfeet 

Closes: 3 Mar 

Map: BW21 

Approx: $20 

 

Wednesday 9 March Club Night 

Outdoor Education NZ: River Crossing Training: Sarah English from OENZ is running 
an evening of theory training on river crossing which is specifically designed for trampers. 
She will focus on decision making, water dynamics and rescue techniques. Her 
presentation takes approx. an hour and includes a group-styled workshop with a Power 
Point presentation. A River Crossing Handbook with tips and info recapping the workshop 
is available for a gold coin donation. This is a great opportunity for club members to refresh 
their river crossing knowledge with an established outdoor training provider. Sarah will also 
be running an Avalanche Awareness evening for the club on June 1st. 
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Thursday 10 March 
Departure point: Cnr Heybridge Ln & Hillsborough Tce  

Leader: Warwick Dowling  
warwick.dowling@gmail.com 

CTC Hill Climb -- 6:15 pm-7:15 pm during daylight saving 
hours: Meet at 6:15 pm, on the corner of Heybridge Lane off 
Hillsborough Terrace, every Thursday evening during Daylight 
Saving for an hour of power walking/tramping in the Mt Vernon 
Park. No trip list, just turn up - except if wet or if there is a public 
holiday next day. Note new day of THURSDAY. 

Grade: Moderate 

Closes:  

Map:  

Approx: Free 

 

Long Weekend 11-13 March 
Departure point: Contact Leader 

Leader: Richard Kimberley 326 6158 
janeandrichard@xtra.co.nz 

Hurunui to Waimakariri River traverse via Puketeraki Range: 
This trip is a 3 day traverse starting from Esk Head station by the 
Hurunui River and traversing to the end of Puketeraki range which 
finishes close to the Waimakariri river (Approx. 90km). Interested 
parties would be start at View hill carpark and head to Black hill hut 
on their first night. That’s the shortest day of 20kms. On the 
following day (Friday), they would be camping out and travel 
another 30km and travel a further 30km on the last day. As there is 
some height gain on this trip, all interested parties will need to be 
fit. It’s a superb trip to undertake. Anyone whom is interested on 
doing the trip can contact the trip leader for further information at 
021 2032 645. This trip is scheduled to take place from 11 to 13 
March but may change depending on the weather condition. 

Grade: Mod/Hard 

Closes: 3 Mar 

Map: BV21 BV22 
BV23 

Approx: $40 + hut 
fee 

 

Saturday 12 March 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Bruce Cameron 03 3899618 
Tecbruce@gmail.com 

Coastal Exploring - Glenafric: Walk along coastal terraces with 
views to Banks Peninsula then down on to beach for lunch at 
waterfall. Return along coastal flats or the coast. This is a tramp 
route that could be changed to suit the group. Gold coin donation 
for Special Needs Centre in Hoon Hay. 

Grade: Easy 

Closes: 10 Mar 

Map: BX25 

Approx: $15 + $1 

 

Weekend 12-13 March 
Departure point: Contact Leader 

Leader: Max De Lacey 03-688-8342 

Alma: Via Mesopotamia an eastern approach will be made with a 
sneaky summit approach from the south. Alma poses no major 
challenges for a moderate-hard level tramper, but there is an 
energetic walk up Alma stream. Assurances of a 5 star campsite 
have been made! Helmet and ice axe required, 4WD welcome. 

Grade: ModHard 

Closes: 3 Mar 

Map: BX17 BX18 

Approx: approx $50 

 

Weekend 12-13 March 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Bernhard Parawa 337 3125 
bernhard.parawa@cdhb.govt.nz 

Black Serpent - 1837m: A 7.30 am start from Christchurch to 
Tophouse Road (Clearance River) off Hammer Spring. Begin with 
a tramp up Eulalie Mound and traverse along Cardigan Ridge to 
Black Serpent and back. 

Grade: Moderate 

Closes: 3 Mar 

Map: BT24 BT25 

Approx: $35 
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Weekend 12-13 March 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Karen Tait 027 520 6464 
karenjtait@gmail.com 

Croesus Craziness: In the style of a similar CTC trip back in 1994, 
we will be holding a social / dress-up trip to Ces Clark Hut in the 
Southern Paparoas. Driving to the club hut in Arthurs Pass on 
Friday night, we start the Croesus track from outside of Blackball 
on Saturday morning. After overnighting at Ces Clark hut we will 
return via a loop across the tops and Mt Watson (weather 
permitting) back to the cars. This will be a dress-up fancy dinner 
trip, expect challenges and surprises starting from the carpark in 
Christchurch on Friday night! Limited to 12 participants. 

Grade: Moderate 

Closes: 3 Mar 

Map: BT19 BT20 

Approx: $35 + hut 
fees 

 

Sunday 13 March 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Bruce Cameron 03 3899618 
Tecbruce@gmail.com 

Takamatua Waterfall Walk: Meander up the creek, past Totara, 
bush to the waterfall, then through pasture land up the hill to the 
hut. Enjoy the views over the Akaroa Harbour and down the valley. 
Continuing to the ridge for views of the coast looping back to the 
cars. 

Grade: Easy 

Closes: 10 Mar 

Map: BX25 

Approx: $20 

 

 Monday 14 March 
CMLC Clubrooms 

Leader: Adrian Busby 325-5001 

Trip Leaders Course - CMLC clubrooms: Are you already leading 
CTC club trips... are you thinking about becoming a trip leader or 
do you lead or organise private trips for your tramping buddies? 
Well this is the course for you. It only takes an evening, it covers 
CTC trip leading procedures, leadership styles, available club 
resources and equipment, risk management and more. Put your 
name down on the list. Venue: CMLC clubrooms, 7 pm - 9.30 pm 
approx. 

Grade: Training 

Closes: 10 Mar 

Map:  

Approx:  

 

Wednesday 16 March Club Night 

The Gardens of Eden and Allah -Trials and Temptations: Tonight we'll be treated to a 
multi-day trip in FINE weather to the fabled Gardens of Eden and Allah, NZ's hidden ice 
plateaus located high in the spectacularly rugged hinterland of Mt Aspiring and Westland 
National Parks. Karen and friends will give tonight's talk about the club's recent 7 days 
spent traversing the area. (Be amazed at how heavy their packs were!). This is a classic 
alpine trip, and a talk not to be missed! 

 

Thursday 17 March 
Departure point: Cnr Heybridge Ln & Hillsborough Tce  

Leader: Warwick Dowling  
warwick.dowling@gmail.com 

CTC Hill Climb -- 6:15 pm-7:15 pm during daylight saving 
hours: Meet at 6:15 pm, on the corner of Heybridge Lane off 
Hillsborough Terrace, every Thursday evening during Daylight 
Saving for an hour of power walking/tramping in the Mt Vernon 
Park. No trip list, just turn up - except if wet or if there is a public 
holiday next day. Note new day of THURSDAY. 

Grade: Moderate 

Closes:  

Map:  

Approx: Free 

 
 



− 9 − 

Saturday 19 March 
Departure point: Caltex Russley 

Leader: Eric Skea skea.eric@gmail.com 

Mt Philistine: The Philistine bluffs have a bit of a reputation, but 
there is a good route up through them, and after that there is more 
rock and scrambling to Philistine summit (1967m) via Warnock’s 
Bluff route. Helmets will be compulsory on this trip, so let the leader 
know in advance if you need to borrow one. Ice axe would be ideal; 
along with knowledge of how to use it. 8am start at the gas station. 

Grade: Mod/Hard 

Closes: 17 Mar 

Map: BV20 

Approx: $35 

 

Saturday 19 March 
Departure point: Contact Leader 

Leader: Jeff Hall 338-0922 
jeff.hall2@lifetech.com 

Wilding Pine Control Day #1 - Flock Hill: Here's a great 
opportunity to spend a day in the outdoors killing trees in the high 
country with like-minded people. It's also a chance to admire and 
experience the skills of our four-wheel-drive brethren. The aim of 
this activity is to help rid the Upper Waimakariri Basin of wilding 
pines. A $30 donation will be paid to the club for each member that 
attends. You pay nothing and ECAN provides the tools, briefings, 
and organises 4WD transport. Bring your own lunch, wet weather 
gear and water. Contact the trip organizer if you are planning to 
bring chainsaw as ECAN has specific trained operator 
requirements. These days are great fun, and in addition to the warm 
glow of healthy exercise you can take home a bit of the saintly aura 
of an eco-warrior! 

Grade: Easy 

Closes: 17 Mar 

Map: BW21 

Approx: None 

 

Weekend 19-20 March 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: T.B.C 

Mt Bovis and the Ballroom: A trip to Mt Bovis and the Ballroom in 
the Paparoa ranges via the Inland Pack Track at Punakaiki. Camp 
a night at Ballroom Overhang and back out via Inland Pack Track. 
Trip leader needed – please contact Shaun if you are interested. 

Grade: Moderate 

Closes: 10 Mar 

Map: BS19 BS20 

Approx: $50 
 

Sunday 20 March 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Bruce Cameron 03 3899618 
Tecbruce@gmail.com 

Coastal Exploring - Banks Peninsula: Starting from Magnet Bay 
we follow the coastline exploring Murrays Mistake, Jachin Island 
finishing at Boaz above Tumbledown Bay. More information about 
these places on tramp. No formal track except what the animals 
have made for us. Grazed coastal hills with great coastal views of 
cliffs and we don't often visit. Time 4-5hrs Height: 100m 

Grade: Easy 

Closes: 17 Mar 

Map: BX25 

Approx: $20 
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Sunday 20 March 8am 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360 
newmike@slingshot.co.nz 

Hawdon Hut: This has been re-scheduled from December. This trip 
will start at the Hawdon Shelter in Arthurs Pass National Park. 
Cross the Hawdon River and pick up the rough trail on the edge of 
the river terraces, following the Hawdon River upstream through 
delightful glades and open river flats. The track stays near the river 
bed all the way so the total height gain is about 80m. Look forward 
to lunch at the spacious Hawdon Hut next to the river with great 
views and return the same way. There will be lots of minor river 
crossings so expect wet feet. If there has been some recent rain it 
can be a little more challenging at the first crossing which is also 
the biggest. 

Grade: Easy 

Closes: 17 Mar 

Map: BV21 

Approx: $25 

 

Wednesday 23 March Club Night 

Torres Del Paine - An Exploration in South America: Bryce will be giving two talks on a 
trip that Alison Downard, Susan Pearson, Richard Lobb and he made to Chile in January. 
They spent a month exploring the amazing scenery and mountains in Chilean and 
Argentinian National Parks. Part One: Tonight Bryce will cover the famous Torres del Paine 
National Park which is located in Chilean Patagonia. Bryce will continue their trip on April 
20th with Part Two: Los Glaciares Nation Park. 

 

Long Weekend 25-27 March 
Departure point: Contact Leader 

Leader: Andrew Tromans 337-3925 
atromans@gmail.com 

Lake Minchin - Good Friday and Easter Monday Holiday: Leave 
on Friday morning and walk in to Townsend Hut up the Taramakau. 
The next day we head over the tops to camp at Lake Minchin. That 
gives us two days and a chance to explore before wombling down 
the Poulter and Andrew's stream and out. Trip numbers limited due 
to transport logistics. 

Grade: Moderate 

Closes: 17 Mar 

Map: BV21 

Approx: $35 
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 Long Weekend 25-28 March 
Departure point: Contact Leader 

Leader: Shaun Wong 021 234 6847 
shaunwong@mail.com 

Plateau Hut - Mt Cook/Aoraki (Good Friday / Easter Weekend): 
An opportunity for any experienced trampers to hike to Plateau Hut 
and explore the base of Mt’s Cook and Tasman (conditions and 
weather permiting). An 8 am departure from Christchurch to Mt 
Cook village, where the team will start tramping from Tasman Lake 
Track carpark along Ball Shelter Track and spend a night at Ball 
Hut. The following morning (early start) involves a tramp up Ball and 
Caroline Glacier to Cinema Col, up Anzac Peaks to Plateau Hut. 
Any spare time available will be spent exploring the base of Mt Cook 
and Mt Tasman. The following day shall involve climbing/exploring 
the non-technical mountains nearby according to group agreement; 
with a long walk on the last day. This trip is a serious undertaking 
and is not for the faint hearted as it involves exposed terrain. It is 
essential that you contact the trip leader to express your interest 
given the technicality and exposure of the terrain. It is envisioned 
that a small team of trampers of no more than 6 or 8 will be doing 
the trip. Ice axe, crampon and rope skills are essential. 

Grade: Mod/Hard 

Closes: 17 Mar 

Map: BX15 BX16 

Approx: $70 

 

Saturday 26 March 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: David Sutton 0211808081 
Davidlsutton@yahoo.co.uk 

Mt Garfield - Doubtful Range: Mt Garfield is on the tops to the 
south of the Doubtful valley in the Lewis Pass area. The tops are 
easily accessed by several routes and are rounded making for easy 
travel. There are some tarns dotted along the tops and good views 
are all round. Looks pretty good for a day out in the mountains, so 
join one of the CTC's most experienced leaders on this interesting 
trip. 

Grade: Mod/Hard 

Closes: 24 Mar 

Map: M32 

Approx: $35 

 

Saturday 26 March 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360 
newmike@slingshot.co.nz 

Mt Guy - Lake Clearwater: Mt Guy is a 1319 m peak in the 
Hakatere/Ashburton Lakes area, directly north east of Lake 
Clearwater. We'll park as near as we can get to the eastern end of 
the lake, then cross Lambies Stream to pick up the newish DoC 
track up the southern face of the hill directly to the summit -- a climb 
of ~650 m. From there we'll descend over about 3 km down a long 
ramp to the north west, with great views to all points of the compass. 
Once down to the river-terraced plain, we'll return to the cars via the 
Clearwater Circuit Track, either directly or by ambling around Lake 
Clearwater. Recent evidence suggest an outside chance of seeing 
kotuku (really!). There is also a chance of snow, in which case 
crampons and ice axes might prove useful. 

Grade: EasyMod 

Closes: 24 Mar 

Map: BX18 BX19 

Approx: $35 
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Wednesday 30 March Club Night 

Newsletter Folding and Trip Planning Night: Enjoy an informal evening chatting whilst 
helping with the monthly newsletter folding. Bring your maps and "trips to do list" and take 
the opportunity to help to plan tramps. The projector and laptop are available for use and 
support provided as usual. 

 

Saturday 2 April 
Departure point: Contact Leader 

Leader: Jeff Hall 338-0922 
jeff.hall2@lifetech.com 

Wilding Pine Control Day #2 - Flock Hill: Here's a great 
opportunity to spend a day in the outdoors killing trees in the high 
country with like-minded people. It's also a chance to admire and 
experience the skills of our four-wheel-drive brethren. The aim of 
this activity is to help rid the Upper Waimakariri Basin of wilding 
pines. A $30 donation will be paid to the club for each member that 
attends. You pay nothing and ECAN provides the tools, briefings, 
and organises 4WD transport. Bring your own lunch, wet weather 
gear and water. Contact the trip organizer if you are planning to 
bring chainsaw as ECAN has specific trained operator 
requirements. These days are great fun, and in addition to the warm 
glow of healthy exercise you can take home a bit of the saintly aura 
of an eco-warrior! 

Grade: Easy 

Closes: 31 Mar 

Map: BW21 

Approx: None 

 

Weekend 2-3 April 
Departure point: Contact Leader 

Leader: James Hopkins 022 026 0504 
snikpohsemaj@gmail.com 

Brewster Hut/Mt Armstrong: Depart after work on Friday - drive 
to Twizel or similar part way night stop. On Saturday am complete 
drive and walk to Hut. Summit in evening and/or dawn. Sunday walk 
out and returning to ChCh late Sunday. (Note Day light savings 
ends this weekend). Plan B & C = Gloriana Peak & Mt Manukau. 
Both involve Friday departure and high camp Saturday. Mod+ (note 
alternatives will be more Mod/Hard). Please contact the trip leader 
to confirm about the gears required. Note: The leader is happy to 
use his car at a shared subsidised of $250 shared between 
passengers (up to 5 in car). Otherwise if is $375. 

Grade: Moderate+ 

Closes: 24 Mar 

Map: BY13 BZ13 

Approx: $TBA 

 

Sunday 3 April 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Bruce Cameron 03 3899618 
Tecbruce@gmail.com 

Banks Peninsula - Across the Tops: Starting from Bossu Road, 
Peraki Saddle we traverse the tops including Saddle Hill 841m 
(A5MQ), Waipuna Saddle and French Hill 841m to Hilltop Tavern. 
Stunning views of Akaroa Harbour and the Pacific. Great views 
without a lot of height gain. Time: 5hrs. Height gain: 450m. 

Grade: Easy 

Closes: 31 Mar 

Map: BX25 

Approx: $20 

 

Wednesday 6 April Club Night 
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Hill Walking in the Scottish Highlands: Club member and Scottish mountaineer Eric 
Skea will talk about hill walking (as it's called there) in his homeland mountains. Eric 
assures us there will be scenery and not just Scottish Mist! To whet our appetite his talk 
will start with a quick climb of Mt Murchison he completed over New Year with fellow club 
members. 

 

Saturday 9 April 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360 
newmike@slingshot.co.nz 

Castle Hill via Thomas River: A lovely Craigieburns trip starting at 
Castle Hill village and up Castle Hill via Thomas River (920m, with 
a modest height gain of 220m ) and back to the cars via Thomas 
River. 

Grade: EasyMod 

Closes: 7 Apr 

Map: BW21 

Approx: $25 
 

Weekend 9-10 April 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: James Hopkins 022 026 0504 
snikpohsemaj@gmail.com 

Mt Pfeifer/Otehake Hot Pools Combo.: Friday departure for 
Arthurs Pass Hut. On Saturday we will approach Pfeifer peak via 
the Tarmakau, Pfeifer creek and Pfeifer Biv. After bagging the peak, 
we will be marching on to Otehake Hot pools to camp. Walk may, 
or may not be structured to allow dropping packs in valley before 
ascending to peak. 

Grade: Moderate+ 

Closes: 31 Mar 

Map: BV20 BV21 

Approx: $40 + 
Accom 

 

Wednesday 13 April Club Night 

The Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the CTC: Good supper, lots of banter, lots of 
positions to fill and opportunities to wave your arms in the air (voting, not dancing). Come 
along and support the running of your club. All positions are open for nominations. We rely 
on the support of our members to keep the club running smoothly, but rest assured you 
won't automatically get a job by turning up! The schedule for the evening is as follows: 
doors open at 7.30 pm club business will run from 7.50 pm to 8.10 pm and the AGM 
Proceedings will start at 8.10 pm sharp. 

 

Weekend 16-17 April 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: James Hopkins 022 026 0504 
snikpohsemaj@gmail.com 

Mt Alexander: Depart of Friday evening and spend a night at the 
club's hut set for a morning drive to Camp Creek River off Lake 
Brunner Road and begin the tramp along the Camp Creek Route to 
the summit of Mt Alexander, from 180 m to 1958m Possible high 
camp, walk out Sunday. Please make sure you talk to the leader for 
this trip. A good challenge for all you mod+ trampers. 

Grade: Moderate+ 

Closes: 7 Apr 

Map: BU20 

Approx: $40 + 
Accom 

 

Wednesday 20 April Club Night 

Part Two: Los Glaciares National Park in Patagonia: Part 2: Tonight Bryce will continue 
his travels in Patagonia, this time in the Los Glaciares National Park which is located in the 
Argentinian province of Santa Cruz, on the eastern edge of the Southern Patagonian Ice 
Field and close to the border with Chile. The park contains 47 big glaciers including the 
famous Glaciar Perito Moreno. It also contains the spectacular climbing pinnacles of Cerro 
Fitz Roy and Cerro Torre. Come along and be inspired to visit this amazing area! 
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Long Weekend 23-25 April 
Departure point: Contact Leader 

Leader: Andrew Tromans 337-3925 
atromans@gmail.com 

Mt Luna and Mt Patriarch - ANZAC Day Holiday: We begin with 
a walk up the Wangapeka track to stay at Kiwi Saddle Hut. The 
following morning we take a light weight walk to the top of Mt Luna 
before heading across the ridge to John Reid hut (With a quick side 
trip to Mt Patriarch). On the final day we wander down Chummies 
track back to the cars. 

Grade: Moderate 

Closes: 14 Apr 

Map: BQ23 BR26 

Approx: $40 

 

Wednesday 27 April Club Night 

Newsletter Folding and Trip Planning: Enjoy an informal evening chatting whilst helping 
with the monthly newsletter folding. Bring your maps and "trips to do list" and take the 
opportunity help to plan tramps. The projector and laptop are available for use. 

 

Wednesday 4 May Club Night 

Lochnagar, Motatapu and the Two Thumbs salute: Tonight we have Chris McGimpsey 
taking us along on three multi-day tramps he has led this year. We start with 4 days warm-
up (literally!) on the Motatapu Track, which forms part of Te Araroa and goes from 
Arrowtown to Lake Wanaka. Chris and his party then spent a week in Mt Aspiring National 
Park (see trip report in the February newsletter). Their trip started and finished in the 
Matukituki valley, and visited Lochnagar via the Shotover Saddle and 100 Mile Hut, 
returning by the Cascade Saddle route. This talk will cover some spectacular country. Chris 
finishes, sometime before midnight, with his latest trip on Te Araroa through the Two 
Thumb Range from Lake Tekapo to Mesopatamia. This will be an excellent evening of 
scenery and classic NZ tramping. Guaranteed to make you jettison the Laziboy and head 
for those hills! 
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Trip Reports 
28 – 31 December 2015 

Mt Wilson, 2035m, Topo map K33 

Taking advantage of the long days we left 
Christchurch at 8 am and made our way to 
the Hawdon Shelter. Our route to Mt 
Wilson was straight up Sudden Valley 
before heading up the broad gully on the 
true right of the valley to the col between 
Mt Wilson and Mt Scott, nearly 2 km past 
Sudden Valley Bivouac. Most of the climb 
from the valley floor to the col was on 
scree but for the last 300 m or so there 
was still a steep tongue of snow which 
made the going easier (thanks Ian and 
Eric for kicking most of the steps). 

Once at the col it was a short climb to the 
summit with beautiful views down Sudden 
Valley, to the Waimakariri and beyond to 
the Canterbury Plains. 

The return was by the same route and 
uneventful for those with ice axes. Linda 
had walking poles but no axe and after 
considering the descent of that steep, 
snowy gully for a while, and the alternative 
of the long walk around Scott to the 
slightly less steep gully, she opted to 

return the way we had gone up. She made it without drama but it is a route for an axe when 
there is snow. 

We arrived back at Hawdon Shelter nine and a half hours after setting off, having covered 
just short of 30 km, climbed over 1600 m and in my case expended 1950 calories (that’s 
nearly 8 Moro Bars). 

Great trip. 

Participants: Jonathan Carr, Ian Dunn, Linda Lilburne, Eric Skea, Mariusz Madry and David 
Sutton (scribe). 

28 – 31 December 2015 

Motatapu track 

Whoever designed the Motatapu track is a special kind of person. The kind of person that 
appreciates sweeping views across tussock covered mountains, but perhaps doesn’t 
appreciate the easiest way to get there. The type of fit person who enjoys heading straight 
up a hill to the ridgeline, straight down the other side all the way to the bottom, and then 
repeating the exercise. The sort of person who builds the huts with a view out one side of 
the toilet door (handy for knowing whether it is occupied), and the other side with a view of 
tomorrow’s track, straight uphill after breakfast. Even Moir’s has an opinion on the track 
building of the Motatapu: 
 

View from Mt Wilson 
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This leg follows an illogical and rather convoluted route that may leave a few fellow 
trampers somewhat puzzled. 
 

But late in December, a group of CTC members, later to become known as “The Motley 
Crew”, decided to tackle the Motatapu as a bit of a stroll to work off the Christmas pud. 
Meeting in Arrowtown at lunchtime, 
everyone seemed accounted for. Not 
knowing each other well, and few sold 
on the idea of wet feet, we all agreed that 
the Big Hill track would be much more 
fun than a slog up the river getting soggy 
boots. Our trip leader had more of a 
cunning plan, and with much confidence 
convinced us that the Big Hill track went 
all the way to the ridgeline high above 
Arrowtown (it didn’t). In the very hot sun, 
with heavy bags, the team made it to the 
top and grand views to the 
Remarkables, the top of the Skippers 
valley and to the climb to Roses saddle 
set for the following day.  Scampering 
along the ridge in the golden tussocks as 
the sun began to fade made the climb 
worthwhile, and so it was that 10 tired 
trampers descended into a camp short 
of Macetown as the darkness began to 
creep up the hills. Fast dinner, tents up 
and very little pillow-chat was the ticket 
for the evening.  
 
Some were slightly weary in the morning after the escapades of the previous day, but it 
wasn’t long into the nice easy river track that morale returned. The river was lined with 
flowering lupins, which although an environmental issue, made it feel like walking through a 
garden prepared especially for us. The morning warmed up and by the time we had reached 
the relics of Macetown the sun was ensuring hats and sunscreen were well used. A couple 
of the old stone houses have been restored, though we were a little disappointed that the 
bakery was not restored to the point of serving coffee and scones. 
 
We finally arrived at the official start of the Motatapu track, in the middle of the morning on 
the second day of tramping. Not about to be tricked by the leader into more side-tracked 
exploring, the advance party (A team) decided to get going before the heat really took hold, 
and set out along the track. The B party, not having learnt their lesson from the previous day 
decided on a quick jaunt to see one of the old stamping batteries further up the valley. It was 
in good shape having also been restored and gave a taste of just how impressive the 
engineering skills of the miners were. The B team then read the DOC sign, and followed the 
indications to go up the river (not along the track) if the flow was low. 
 
The travel in the river bed was easy and the cool water welcome. Up-valley the B team came 
across a lovely swimming hole, which everyone took advantage of in varying stages of 
undress. A leisurely lunch lazing by the swimming hole was enjoyed and after some 
discussion about the merits of trying to swim through the approaching gorge, the team 
headed uphill to join the track on an old mining water-race. Unfortunately one of the A team 
was returning along the track, as the heat took its toll. 

Looking back to the Remarkables 



− 17 − 

 
After enjoying nice track, it came as a shock to begin to sidle, on a goat track over-grown 
with bracken. ‘This is Te Araroa country, surely this can’t last’ we thought, but as we gazed 
longingly at the easy river path below us we began to clock up kilometres of sidling, dropping 
into a gully only to climb out and sidle some more. It was therefore with relief that we reached 
the spur to lead us to Roses saddle. 
 
Some members of the party were already having flash-backs to the previous day’s climb in 
the sun, and all elected to carry as much water as they could manage. So it was that we set 
off up, into the sun, on the long climb to the saddle. Although the snow pegs were reasonably 
easy to follow, it was a long hot climb, and I began to understand why the track was 
recommended for experienced parties. There was no wind to relieve the heat of the blazing 
sun and the only way was upwards. Thankfully the views opened up and made it easier to 
think of something other than burning lungs and the sun-cream laced sweat which was 
tricking into our eyes.  
 
The saddle was a good reward for all the work uphill, and gave us a good view down to the 
hut, which seemed far below us. The descent was again steep (this track builder likes the 
direct approach), but meant we were at the hut in under an hour from the saddle. The stream 
wasn’t really big enough for bathing in, but I think that everyone managed to lie down and 
get wet one way or another. The day was perhaps best summed up by the young Polish TA 
walker who we met the next day. When I asked him how his day had been he declared “The 
sun is trying to kill me”. It certainly seemed to be taking its vengeance seriously on all of us.  
 

There was a collective sigh of relief when we woke to light drizzle on the third day. An early 
start to avoid the sun was adhered to, and it was off up another hill, straight after breakfast. 
At one stage, we frightened a couple of deer who came hurtling out of a glade of trees below 
us, and fled across the tussock slopes below us. We were surprised to see them given the 
farming taking place in the valley below and the relatively recent retirement of this farm land. 
The wind picked up as we climbed higher into the murk, giving the track a different kind of 
hostility to the day before, and lending a sense of mystery to the tops. As we reached the 
top of the spur, we made a left turn, and began to head all the way down again, all the way 
right to the bottom, but in sight of the track rising again from the gully up the very next spur. 
It was a bit demoralising to see all the hard earned height gain descend all the way into the 
bottom of the stream. 

Motley crew preparing for the start of the Motatapu 
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At the stream we found a small group of trampers. Immediately the leader identified us as 
the CTC. When asked how he knew, his reply was ‘With a fine motley crew like that, who 
else could it be but the CTC?!’. Our trip leader took some offence at this and it should be 
noted that the Auckland tramping club has some serious making up to do if they want us to 
be friends.  
 
After lunch, the track continued upwards, eventually reaching more sidling, and more 
dropping into a gully, ascending only to repeat the process. At one point we arrived at a 
saddle and could see the hut, only to realise that we had at least two more of these gully / 
climbs to surpass to reach the objective. Thankfully with the cloud cover and rugged tussock 
views the climbing was actually quite pleasant. Highland hut is a lovely spot, nestled in a 
bluffy cirque just below Knuckle Peak surrounded by the ubiquitous waving tussocks. 
 
The track notes warned of more of the same as the previous day – uphill, sidle, then drop 
into a gully and repeat. With another named pass also in the mix no one objected to another 
early start in an effort to avoid the sun’s mid-afternoon death rays. And so only when we 
were nearing the top of Jacks Pass did the sun start to warm the tussocks either side of our 
ridge trail. From our photo stop on top we sighed a collective breath of relief in the knowledge 
that it was all downhill from here. The track down into Fern Burn hut wandered down through 
the Spaniards and tussock, still sparkling from their shower the previous day.  At the hut we 
made a concerted effort to eat all the food remaining in our packs. We were treated to a pair 
of New Zealand falcons gently floating not far overhead, no doubt ensuring that this motley 
crew didn’t cause any trouble. 
 
The last part of the track took us through the lovely Stack conservation area - complete with 
lots of shade and some excellent swimming holes which were thoroughly tested and 
appreciated on what was again a scorching Central Otago day. We arrived at the carpark 
slightly early, to see our ride driving in right on cue, bringing news of a chaos of people and 
vehicles awaiting us in Wanaka. 
 
The Motatapu track should not be taken lightly, but offers a unique gateway into a stunning 
part of New Zealand. There is a little bit of everything, with rivers, bush, history and a track 
that makes you earn your views. But it is the tussocks, the lungs of the high-country, that 
really make the journey memorable. They change colour to reflect the light, weather and 
mood of the landscape, and provide the light and shade to the folded hills. Tussocks that 
wave as you go by, ushering you quietly through the landscape.   
 
Motley Crew: Josh Johnson, Lovisa Erikson, Andrew Tromans, Kay Taylor, Martin Brown, 
Luke Knight, Dave Klotz (ex Australia), Chris Booker (ex Dunedin), Karen Tait (scribe) and 
Chris McGimpsey (motley leader). 

14 February 2016 

River Exploring- Broken River 

  

Valentine’s Day dawned fine with 29 degrees predicted, and 5 trampers met at “Z Carlton” 
for a spot of river exploring. The plan was to start at Cave Stream exit near Castle Hill and 
follow Broken River downstream to our exit and pick-up point at Avoca. We had two 
immediate problems: First of all, Anthony hadn’t arrived and this was vital as he was to be 
our Avoca pick-up man. John said he was quite happy to fill in his day sight-seeing and then 
drive to Avoca and pick us up –thanks John, we couldn’t have done this one-way trip without 
you. 
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The second problem was the 
Valentine faerie hadn’t visited any of 
us. But Elise was waiting at 
Sheffield, and once we’d gobbled a 
few famous Sheffield pies (as you 
do) along with delicious butter 
shortbread, our spirits lifted and 
despite being unloved the world was 
a good place once more. We arrived 
at Cave Stream car park to find lots 
of people already there, including a 
large group heading off in single file 
around the hillside. “What time shall 
I meet you at Avoca” asked John? 
“Oh 5 o’clock should be about right” 
says Bruce with a squint at the sun. 

So at 10.30am we yodelled John goodbye and took the track down to the Cave stream exit 
cave. From there we clambered and waded down through an impressive limestone gorge, 
where we had our first waist deep dip. This was to be the repeated a lot on the trip! 

The water was already warm and after half an hour of scrambling and wading we exited the 
gorge and headed down hot shingle flats to the Porter River confluence. The limestone 
escarpment of Prebble Hill towered above us, with boulders as big as houses scattered 
down slope. Probably dislodged by earthquakes we decided. At the end of the flats, and the 
start of the grey Torlesse rocks, we found the single file group all bunched up and peering 
at the rocks. A loud blast on a whistle screeched out and the people gathered in front of a 
man and there to my surprise was my former geology lecturer, John Bradshaw!(now an 
Emeritus Professor of Geology at Canterbury University). He was guiding 40 Summer 
School geology students from Carleton University, Minnesota, USA. They were staying at 
Flock Hill and studying the area as Castle Hill is a particularly good piece of easily accessible 
and interesting geology. (Bt I was very pleased not to have to stay and have a lecture)! 

From here there was a short section of rocky gorge with the river exiting through a fabulous 
deep swimming hole. Soon there was rare wild life cooling off in the pool - a mermaid, a cool 
chick and a water beast! After a bite to eat we reluctantly left and reached the next gorge 
about 1pm. The rocky cliffs hemmed in the river and it twisted and turned and forced us to 
cross many times. Quick trout flashed away in places. It was ultra-hot with the heat radiating 
up off the stones. A cake of chocolate in my pack melted inside its wrapper and I could wave 
it like a flag.  Elise swam in every pool! 

After many river crossings and false “we'll be at the end of the gorge soon” bends we 
eventually rounded a corner and saw coal seams outcropping on the slopes, and knew we 
were close to Winding Creek and Broken River hut. We had a quick look at the hut which is 
up on a terrace – it has 4 bunks but was very hot inside and has no water tank. I was stung 
by a wasp in an unprovoked attack, so we were pleased to get going at 5 o’clock down the 
cooler river. 

The third gorge was straighter than the last one and we made good progress, but it still 
required lots of river crossings. The water was quite swift in places and we linked arms for 
these crossings. We came across the stream from the long-closed Broken River coal mine 
which was spewing out bright orange leachate, caused by ferric sulphide. This type of 
scungy outflow is typical of coal mines, and the leachate from this side stream has stained 
Broken River for a hundred metres downstream. We passed the remains of an old boiler in 

River swimming 
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the river, probably a relic 
from the mine plant. 

We spilled out onto the 
final flats at 6.30pm and 
could see the derelict 
bridge in the distance, 
looking very truncated. 
The river presented no 
problems crossing once 
it exited the gorge so we 
reached Avoca 
Homestead at 7pm after 
an easy half hour stroll 
down the shingle flats. 
We raced inside to a 
warm welcome from 
John and we in turn 
were very pleased to 
see him! We were a little 
late! The map indicated about 12km walking, but it had been a bit further given the twists 
and turns of the river. Unsurprisingly we'd done a fair amount of swimming too.  After a rest 
and look around the homestead, we crossed Broken River for the last time and found John’s 
4WD parked underneath the railway viaduct. It was a long drive with about 20 gates to open 
and close before we reached the main road near Cass. Once we got cell phone coverage, 
we realised there had been a 5.7 magnitude earthquake at 1pm. About this time we had 
been on the flats approaching the second gorge, so we were safe and didn’t see or feel 
anything. Now we understood why Mary Ann’s phone started ringing like crazy, and when 
she answered it she got a message from her adult children asking if she was okay. At the 
time she just thought they were being over-protective! 

We had a great trip in excellent river conditions, and saw some little-visited country and 
grand scenery. It was good to get some practice river crossing too. Thanks Bruce for leading 
another very interesting and enjoyable trip.  Thanks too to John for being our driver for the 
day. The trippers were: Bruce Cameron, John Shrewsbury, Elise Davenport, Mary-Ann 
Phillips and Kay Taylor (scribe). 

  

13 February 2016 

The Technical Apprenticeship 

Mt technical (1870m) trip report 13 February 2016. 
 
It might not have been all that smart to go to a concert finishing at 12:30am on the night 
before leading a trip that I had insisted departs at 6am sharp.  After finding my bike locked 
securely in the central bus exchange bike building at 12:30am and no buses running it was 
not till after 1am that I finally did get to bed, barely 4 hours before my alarm was set... The 
concert was awesome (as Fly My Pretties always are) and I have been looking forward to 
this trip for quite some time so I was very accepting of this predicament, especially when I 
found that the coffee machine at Z was operating when I finally rocked up 10 minutes late 
at 5:55am. 
 

River exploring team 
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Despite my tardy pre-dawn timing we got away from Z at 6:05am, picked up Connor from 
Northlands mall en-route and had ourselves with packs on ready to walk before 8:30am at 
the upper St James carpark.  
 
We were out of the bush and on the tops before 9:30am.  The mist and drizzle we had 
endured for the car trip rapidly evaporating to reveal a totally stunning day, it was already 
stinking hot.  Steady progress saw us at the western end of the broad ridge at point 1580 
by 10:30.  From here we commenced eyeing up the best approach to Mt Technical whilst 
having a morning snack in the sun. Various routes had been identified in previous trip reports 
(some with more success than others), but we had received recent report of a gentleman 
summiting with his grandson, so we were confident.  We eyed up dropping off the tops near 
point 1580 into the head of the Deer Valley, sneaking around and through the lightly gorged 
upper tributaries of Deer Valley, skirting around the northwestern flanks of Mt Technical and 
ascending via the northern ridge, joining the western ridge about 100m from the sum-
mit.  The rocky northern ridge looked potentially awful (as did all the ridges for that matter) 
and the ridges and peaks in the area as a whole have a reputation for being of weetbix 
consistency.  I distracted myself from these matters by envisaging how awesome the broad 
ridge and gentle upper valleys would be for a mid-winter camp spot - I’m thinking winter 
solstice snowy top dance party - watch this space!!! 
 

As we started to climb out 
of upper Deer Valley I was 
already running low on my 
2.0L water supply, but the 
alpine stream provided a 
solution that would see me 
through (just).  Then, right 
in front of us we all spied 
what looked like a feasible 
short cut just to the east of 
the main screen 
runs.  None of us looked 
past the fact this would 
shave more than 500m off 
the approach and halve 
the amount of ridge rock 
we had to negoti-

ate.  Looking back at the photos this appears to be a daft idea, totally daft I tell you. While 
there were some nerves and white knuckles with the transition from totally safe broad tus-
sock land to steep ascent with need for careful selection of every foot and hand hold, it was 
actually OK, our judgement paid off.   
 
Careful picking of the route meant we ascended the shortcut without any major hassle and 
were on the ridge top by 12 noon. (Surely no more than 10 minutes slower than if we had 
gone the long way!) The upper southeast ridge was quite nerve wrecking, and knuckles 
were again whitening at times.  When we reached the main western ridge 1/2 an hour later 
(linking Mt Technical with The Apprentice) progress slowed as we took time to explore the 
options - all of which seemed impossible. This looked serious.  I resorted to taking ad-
vantage of the high elevation giving 3G coverage and quickly re-reviewed historic trip reports 
for pointers, only to find more than one report indicating we weren't the only ones to be 
challenged.  Natasha's report from the previous winter indicated numerous challenging gen-
darmes and one impassable knob, which didn't give us any reassurance other than we at-
tempting were mid summer not winter and therefore didn't have the added challenge of 

Heading up out of the clag 
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snow/ice.  Clive Marsh’s report of 2009 indicated they had travelled from the summit towards 
the Apprentice along this ridge - with no reported trouble.  So we were on our own really. 
Some picked their way through on the north side, but reported back with a rather un-encour-
aging tone about their experiences.  I eventually made a brave move and dropped over the 
southern side of the ridge.  It took a gutsy 3m down climb. This move meant certain white 
knuckles and high risk of brown jockeys, but the traverse did look much easier on that side. 
Besides it was cooler out of the sun.  Taking our time, with some prospective members in 
the group we carefully picked our way along that side of the ridge and we were all on the 
summit soon after 1pm. 
 
The endless views 
were soaked in 
while food was de-
voured, then pho-
tos taken. We then 
dropped off the 
southwest of the 
summit with some 
more careful hand 
and foot holds until 
we reached scree 
and access to more 
gently sloping ter-
rain where we si-
dled to the south of 
the ridge towards 
The Apprentice, re-
gaining the main 
ridge about 400m 
from the summit 
where we swapped to traversing on the other side to eventually gain The Apprentice peak 
(1678m) before 3pm. Afternoon tea time. 
 
We (I) joked that we might have been wise to start with an Apprenticeship prior to going full 
on Technical, maybe there is some aptness in the peak names!  We made our way from the 
Apprentice down to the saddle, back up to pt 1580 and along the ridge and we were back 
down at the cars by about 5pm.  
 
Apres tramp refreshments were had at the Waikari pub and we were back in town by 8pm.  
 
A long day, nearly 9 hours out with 1700m of elevation gained.  No brown jockeys reported, 
but I was wearing holeproofs anyway, so… 
 
MultiNational Trip Members: James Hopkins (Leader and Scribe, NZ (NI)), Mariusz M (PL), 
Conor Keena (IE), Simon Unterweger (DE), Ivo Rongen (NL), Logan Shaw (NZ)  
  

Multi-national team on Mt Technical 
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Preview report 

Garden of Eden and Garden of Allah Ice Plateaus - Preview 

 

7 day hard trip requiring alpine skills and glacier rope skills 
 
8 adventurous CTCers, astonished and marvelling at their good fortune to have perfect 
weather forecast at exactly the right time, set off on Friday 5th February to Lake Clearwater 
before beginning their week-long trip in the Southern Alps.  Their preparation, spanning 
many months as most participants had signed up last winter, had involved many practice 
trips, marching up and down the Port Hills with heavy boots and heavier packs, and many 
hours of dehydrating meals and buying calorie laden hardy food.  Despite this there was 
much last minute trepidation, particularly surrounding the prospect of carrying 23+kg packs 
up the Clarence and Frances Rivers for 27km to the first campsite. 
 
Did the trip live up to the high expectations of the CTCers, some of whom had been dreaming 
for years of visiting the Gardens? Could the team stick to the ambitious trip plan based on 
Silvia’s trip? How would they cope with the mountain weather and navigating a crevassed 
ice field in poor visibility?  Would they be on talking terms after spending a week in close 
confines in a harsh environment?  What’s this about a hotel in the Adams Wilderness 
Area?  Are the rumours true? Who found a ladder? And who was flashing their bottom in 
‘almost pornographic’ tights? 
 
Check out the next newsletter for answers to the above questions and more stories of alpine 
adventuring and general gloating! 

Classifieds 
 

 

  

For Sale: Used GARMONT Alpine Boots Size UK 
7.5, USA 8, EUR 41.5.  Bought used for Alpine 
Course but slightly too small for me to go on trips. 
Would probably fit EUR 39 or 40 well. $150 ono - 
good condition. 
Contact Andrea email: andi.zahn@gmx.de 
Mobile 027 635 6703 
 

mailto:andi.zahn@gmx.de
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More about the CTC 
Club Officers 

President: Steve Bruerton 322-6196 

Vice President: Andrea Zahn 382 1044 

Secretary: Angela Lowery 0220889370 

Treasurer: Natasha Sydorenko 0223140684 

Club Captain: Kate Taylor 980-8224 

New Members 
Rep: 

Chris McGimpsey 03 3589125 

Day Trip 
Organiser: 

Warwick Dowling 021 35 4545 

Overnight Trip 
Organiser: 

Shaun Wong 021 234 6847 

Social 
Convenor: 

Kay Taylor 03358-4580 

Gear Custodian: Bernhard Parawa 337 3125 

Editor: Karen Tait 027 520 6464 

Hut Convenor: Gareth Caves 03 9808 224 

IT Convenor: Richard Lobb 351-2344 

Access Officer: Linda Lilburne 332-2502 

Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real 
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back 
door. A great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please book 
before leaving town to ensure there is a bunk available. For keys and bookings, phone 
Gareth Caves 03 9808 224; or if he’s away, Steve Bruerton 322 6196; or if they’re both away, 
Rex Vink 3525329. Hut fees are $15 member, $15 member's partner, $20 non-member, $5 
kids under 12. If you find any problems or maintenance required, please contact the hut 
convenor, Gareth Caves. 

Equipment Hire: The Club has a range of 
equipment for hire. The Gear Custodian is 
Bernhard Parawa, ph. 337 3125. Note: club 
gear assigned to you is your responsibility; 
please take care of it. Please make sure you 
put tents inside your pack. Tents attached to 
the outside of your pack can be easily 
punctured when bush bashing or even lost. 
This may result in serious damage to your 
bank account! Please air and dry tents after 
taking them on a trip even if they are not used, 
and report any damage to the gear custodian. 

Rates for Gear Hire: 

Tent $3/person/night 

Ice axes, crampons $4 per weekend 

Harnesses, snow shovel $4 per weekend 

Large/small weekend 
packs 

$2 per weekend 

Helmets Free 

Personal locator beacons Free 
 

Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor 
(editor@ctc.org.nz) by 23 March 2016 – Thanks. 
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